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CONFIDENTIAL USUN 2057 

CAPETOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDEV, PORG, WA, JA, UNSC 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA - BRIEFING OF JAPANESE PERMANENT REPRE- 
SENTATIVE 

1 . JAPANESE PERM REP ABE CALLED ON MCHENRY JUNE 27 TO BE 
BRIEFED ON CURRENT STATUS OF NAMIBIAN PROBLEM. ABE SAID THAT 
SINCE JAPAN IS REPRESENTED IN CAPE TOWN ONLY BY A CONSUL 
GENERAL, HIS GOVT HAD NOT RECEIVED A VERY FULL ACCOUNT OF 
THE CAPE TOWN TALKS OF SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENTS. ABE 

SAID HE HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO ATTEND ECOSOC IN GENEVA, AND 
FOLLOWING THAT (FROM JULY 20) HE PLANNED TO TRAVEL TO LAGOS, 
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DAR ES SALAAM, NAIROBI AND LUSAKA TO FAMILIARIZE 

HIMSELF AND HIS GOVT WITH CURRENT ATTITUDES TOWARD SOUTHERN 

AFRICAN PROBLEMS. 

2. MCHENRY BRIEFED ABE ON GENERAL OUTLINES OF THE 
NAMIBIAN TALKS AND CURRENT STATUS OF ACTION. ABE SAID 

HE WAS IN COMPLETE AGREEMENT WITH THE EFFORTS OF WESTERN 
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FIVE. HE ASKED A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS ABOUT WHICH PARTS OF 
PACKAGE THE SOUTH AFRICANS HAVE ACCEPTED FULLY, SWAPO'S 
REACTION, THE STATUS OF PLANNING ON POTENTIAL PEACEKEEPING 
TYPE OF REQUIREMENTS IN SYG'S OFFICE AND POLITICAL 
PRISONERS. 

3. ABE SAID HE WOULD WELCOME ANY GUIDELINES MCHENRY MIGHT 
WISH TO PROVIDE TO MAKE ABE’S SWING THROUGH AFRICAN CAPITALS 
AS USEFUL AS POSSIBLE FOR THE WESTERN INTERESTS. MCHENRY 
SUGGESTED THAT (A) IT IS IMPORTANT THAT NONE OF THE PARTIES 
DIG IN THEIR HEELS IN OPPOSITION TO ANY PART OF TENTATIVE 
PROPOSALS NOW UNDER CONSIDERATION, THAT THEY REMAIN AT LEAST 
RECEPTIVE TO CONSIDERATION OF THE IDEAS EVEN IF THEY ULTIMATELY 
CANNOT ACCEPT THEM; AND (B) AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE WESTERN 
POSITION, IN CONTRAST WITH PREVIOUS TIME, IS THAT THE WESTERNERS 
HAVE NOT "WINKED" AT THE SOUTH AFRICANS; THE SOUTH AFRICANS 
HAVE PREVIOUSLY FELT THAT TOUGH WESTERN TALK WAS ONLY WORDS, 
AND IN THE CRUNCH THE WEST WOULD GO ON WITH BUSINESS AS USUAL. 
IN OTHER WORDS, THE WESTERNERS’ INTENTION TO ENFORCE THEIR 
POLICY SHOULD BE MADE CLEAR TO AFRICANS. 

4. COMMENT: WE HAVE TRIED TO KEEP THE IAPANESE MISSION UP TO 
DATE WITH DEVELOPMENTS AT THE WORKING LEVEL, BUT THIS IS THE 
FIRST SHOW OF INTEREST IN SOUTHERN AFRICAN PROBLEMS BY ABE. 
SINCE SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENTS ULTIMATELY HAVE SOME 
IMPORTANT IMPLICATIONS FOR JAPANESE INTERESTS, AND CON- 
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TINUING JAPANESE SUPPORT OF THE DIRECTION OF OUR POLICY 
WILL BE USEFUL THIS FALL IN THE GA, WE SUGGEST THAT THE CONTACT 
GROUP IN CAPETOWN OCCASIONALLY CUT THE JAPANESE CONSULATE 
GENERAL IN ON LOCAL BRIEFING EXERCISES. 

MCHENRY 
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